
Reflection Questions 

  

Doctrine (What does this passage teach us): 

Why did the Magi bring gold? What did they anticipate about the 
baby Jesus? 

 

  

Reproof (What wrong thinking does this passage expose): 

How did the Magi approach scripture and how does that change the 
way we approach scripture? 

 

  

Correction (How does this passage fix wrong thinking): 

How does Christ’s response to the disciples on the road to Emmaus 
fix our wrong thinking about studying the scriptures? 

 

  

Instruction in Righteousness (How does this passage help us to 
continue): 

We often put the Magi on a pedestal, but all they really did was take 
the scriptures seriously. How does this encourage us? 
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Text: Matthew 2:1-12 
Theme: Wise men seek Jesus.  

  

Introduction: On the surface, the story of the magi seems odd. They 

travel afar to worship a baby (2). They seek the King of the Jews (2)—

even though Israel had not had a king for hundreds of years. A star in 

the east was the catalyst to start their journey. Yet, we view these 

men as wise. Why? 

 

I.  The wise men brought gold because they anticipated the birth of 

the King (1-12). 

A. The wise men anticipated a king (1-12).  

1. The wise men tell Herod that they are looking for the King 

of the Jews (2).   

Explanation: The wise men were not just looking for a random 

king—they were looking for the King of the Jews (2). They must 

have read the scriptures and anticipated a King to rule on the 

throne of David.  

B. The wise men must have anticipated a forever King from God’s 

Covenant with David (Ps. 89; 2 Sam. 7). 

1. In the Davidic Covenant, God promised to establish David’s 

throne forever (Ps. 89:3). 

Explanation: For God to establish David’s throne forever, there 

was only 2 options. First, God could have given David a continual 

succession of kings. Unfortunately, by the time of the magi, there 

had not been a king over Israel for hundreds of years. So, the first 

option could not be valid. 

The second option is that God would establish a King who would 

rule forever. Psalm 89 implies this second option. The promise 

would be fulfilled in the Seed (Ps. 89:4). A careful reader of the OT 

will find that the Seed promise is singular (Gal. 3:16; cf. Gen. 3:15; 

22:17; 24:60). Also, Psalm 89 anticipates a break in the succession 

(Ps. 89:30-52). But during the break, God will still be faithful to His 

Covenant promise (Ps. 89:34-36). 

2. It was not David’s throne, but the Seed’s throne which was 

established (2 Sam. 7:12-13). 

Explanation: Again, the Seed is emphasized. The Seed’s Kingdom 

would be established forever.  

C. Gold was the only appropriate gift to bring to this King. 

1. When the Queen of Sheba came to visit Solomon, she 

brought a large amount of gold (2 Chron. 9:1-12). 

Explanation: One far greater than Solomon had arrived. If it was 

appropriate to bring 120 talents of gold to king Solomon (2 Chron. 

12:9), then even more so it was appropriate to bring gold for this 

forever Seed who would rule on David’s throne.  

In addition, all the kings of the earth brought gold and silver and 

other precious things for king Solomon (2 Chron. 9:24). 

Conclusion: First, the wise men sought the scriptures to find out 

about this coming Seed. They must have diligently searched the 

scriptures to understand who this baby was. Secondly, they 

sacrificed their time and resources to appropriately worship this 

King.  

You have even more scripture (cf. Luke 24:25). How will you respond 

this Christmas season to the baby born in Bethlehem? 


