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Making Disciples for the Glory of God 
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Joshua 21:45 

“Not one of the good promises which the Lord had made to                    

the house of Israel failed; all came to pass.” 
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This material comes from Gentry in Kingdom Through Covenants 

 

1. What makes up a covenant (pg. 152; cf. Gen. 21:22-34)?  

• There may be a relationship prior to the covenant (v. 23). 

• “To cut a covenant” (kerat berit) is the typical language for ini-

tiaiting a covenant (v. 27, 32). 

• “A covenant gives binding and quasi-legal status to a relationship 

by means of a formal and solemn ceremony.” 

• “Covenant making involves a commitment or oath or promise and 

frequently signs or witnesses.” 

2. Is there a difference between initiating and upholding a covenant (pg. 

155)? 

• To initiate a covenant is Kerat berit (“cut a covenant”).  

• To uphold a covenant is heqim berit. 

3. Is the covenant with Noah referring to the creation covenant? 

• The covenant with Noah uses the phrase heqim berit (6:18; 9:9; 

9:11; 9:17) instead of kerat berit. So, the covenant with Noah is 

upholding a covenant that had already been initiated.  

• There are several parallels between creation and Noah. See 1:2 & 

8:1b-2; 1:6-8 & 8:2b; 1:9 & 8:3-5; 1:20-23 & 8:6-12; 1:24-25 & 

8:17-19; 1:26-28 & 8:16, 18, & 9:6; 1:28 & 9:1-2. 

• Noah is described as the New Adam (pg. 163). See Genesis 91-7. 
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